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Impasto - Paint that is applied to canvas or panel in quantities 

that make it stand out from the surface. 

Impressionism - A theory or practice in painting especially among 

French painters of about 1870 of depicting the natural 

appearances of objects by means of dabs or strokes of primary 

unmixed colors to simulate actual reflected light. 

 The depiction (as in literature) of scene, emotion, or character by 

details intended to achieve a vividness or effectiveness more by 

evoking subjective and sensory impressions than by recreating an 

objective reality 

Post Impressionism - A theory or practice of art originating in 

France in the last quarter of the 19th century that in revolt against 

impressionism stresses variously volume, picture structure, or 

expressionism 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/impressions


 

 

1 - Van Gogh Self Portrait - 1888 

Vincent Van Gogh was a Dutch post-impressionist painter. He is 
one of the most famous and influential painters in the history of 
Western art. Van Gogh painted approximately 2100 paintings 
including 860 oil paintings. He was born March 30, 1853 and 

died July 2, 1890. He had 3 sisters and 2 brothers. He was 
especially close to one brother named Theo who supported Van- 

Gogh so he could continue to paint. 



 

2 - The Potato Peeler - 1885 

Van Gogh had many jobs before he decided to become an artist. he was an art 
dealer, a teacher, a book seller, and a preacher. None of these jobs seemed to 
suit him. He then decided to become an artist. His first paintings were of poor 
people he had preached to. He wanted to portray them in the harsh reality of 

their lives. This painting shows a woman peeling a potato. 



 

3 - Self Portrait - 1887 

He turned over the canvas of the Potato Peeler and painted this self-portrait. Van 
Gogh put all his money into his paintings. He even skipped eating, so he could 
buy more art supplies for his work. He did whatever he could to keep painting, 

even using both sides of the canvas to paint. 

How does this painting look painting look different from the Potato Peeler? 

 



 

4 - Still Life: Vase with Twelve Sunflowers - 1888 

Van Gogh liked painting sunflowers. Notice they are not very perfect or 
uniform flowers. They are all unique but together make a nice 

arrangement. The composition makes your eye move all over the 
painting while the reds and greens hold it together. 



 

5 -Café’ Terrace at Night 1888 
                                                                                                                         Also known as 

 Cafe' Terrace on the Place du Forum - 1888 

This is the first of three Starry Night paintings.   



 

6 - Bedroom in Arles - 1888 

Van Gogh wanted to start an artist community in Arles, where he was living. He 
couldn't convince anyone to come except for one artist named Paul Gauguin. 
Gauguin and Van Gogh didn't get along though. They fought a lot. Here is a 
painting of Van Gogh's bedroom. He wanted to show a place of rest and 
dreaming. notice how everything is pointing to the bed. Maybe this were Van 
Gogh went to cool down after his arguments with Gauguin. 

 

 



 

7 - Irises - 1889 

Van Gogh realized he was having problems and admitted himself into a hospital, 
so he wouldn't hurt himself anymore. He then painted what he saw at the 
hospital and its gardens. Notice his use of paints here. Do you see where he 
emphasized his brush strokes to show texture? Look at the rough dirt and 
wrinkles in the petals whereas the leaves are smooth. He also uses a technique 
called impasto. The paint is applied with heavy layers so that when it is dry, it 
will reflect the light and add more texture. 

 



 

8 - Starry Night - 1889 

This is one of Van Gogh's most famous paintings. You can see the use of impasto 
here. he also uses color, texture, and rhythm to create the movement and light in 
this painting. The dark cypress tree in the foreground ties the dancing sky to the 

sleepy town in the middle ground. 

 



 

9 - Starry Night Over the Rhone – 1888 
 

 

 



 

10 - Wheat Field with Cypresses - 1889 

Here is a cypress tree in the daytime overlooking a wheat field. The tree and sky 
look different in the daylight but still have the same movement. Van Gogh loved 
the countryside. he liked how the wheat fields would reflect the warm sun. how 
do you feel when you look at this? 



 

11 - Wheat Field with Cypress 

showing Van Gogh's use of impasto. 

Here we get to see the short brushstrokes and use of impasto technique Van 

Gogh used often. 

 



 

12 - Wheat Field with Crows - 1890 

This is one of the last paintings Van Gogh did before he died. Instead of cypress 
trees tying the ground to the sky, he has looming crows. The countryside in a 
different light. How does it look different from the other wheat field painting? 
How does he use color? How does he use impasto? 



 

13 - Seascape near Les Saintes-Maries-de-la-Mer 

 

14 - Landscape at Twilight - 1890 



 

15 - Van Gogh - View from His Studio - 1886 



 

16 - Van Gogh's Portrait of Joseph Ruolin - 1889 


