
January Artist: Ted Harrison 

Slide 1: Picture of Ted Harrison
Edward (Ted) Hardy Harrison was born on August 28, 1926, with his twin sister, 
Mary, in Wingate, England. He grew up in a coal mining area where there was 
little color. His father worked hard in the mines, but wanted more for his children. 
From a young age Ted loved reading and drawing. He was about to enter art 
school when WWII broke out and like most young men he served his country and 
was able to travel the world. He went to India, Egypt and Africa. After his military 
duties ended he finished his education and became an art teacher. 

Slide 2: Map of Canada
While teaching art in England, he applied for a job in Malaysia and loved it there. 
He especially liked the colors of all the exotic plants and animals. While teaching 
there he met a young woman from Scotland and they married. Next he was off to 
New Zealand to teach. He made it back to England to be closer to family and 
started teaching at the Wingate School. He was unhappy there because he felt 
like he couldn't be creative. Two years later he took a teaching job in Alberta, 
Canada. Harrison began to draw and paint new scenes; log cabins, children 
playing in snow and northern animals. He still longed to see the Yukon territory 
he had read about as a child. He found a job and moved to Carcross, Yukon in 
Canada. 

Slide 3: Mountains Bennett Lake (1968)
While exploring the countryside he decided to stop and paint. He found that using 
his current style of painting did not capture the the colors and movement he saw 
in his new surroundings. This painting is the last one Harrison did in the style of 
he had learned at art school. 

Slide 4: Yukon Sky (1983)
All the different art styles he had seen in his travels would combine to help he 
create his new signature style of art. The northern lights blaze with color. What 
do the ravens and the people tell us about the weather?

Slide 5: The Cremation of Sam McGee (1986)
Harrison liked to use his imagination when painting and he started using flowing 
lines and imaginative colors. He retired from teaching in 1981 so he could paint 
full-time. However he did create books like A Northern Alphabet and illustrate 
stories like The Cremation of Sam McGee to represent the people of the Yukon. 



Slide 6: Snowcat (1987)
Notice the unusual choice of colors here: orange, pink and red. The blue outlining 
ties them together.

Slide 7: Northern Education (1989)
Ted Harrison said: "Art must be part of every child's education. Painting is the last 
great freedom. You can paint what you like."

Slide 8: The Vet (1991)
Ted spent the majority of his art career painting the people and places in the 
Yukon. How do  the blue sky and orange moon contrast with the activity in the 
lower part of this painting?

Slide 9: The Round Up (1992)
Using unusual colors for the subjects of his art was one of the things Ted liked to 
do. He found it helped to convey the beauty of the land.  

Slide 10: The Day of the Bright Sun 
In classic Harrison style the sky comes alive with the bright sun, while the people 
go about their daily activities. 

Slide 11: Dancing Kites 1992
Harrison's paintings are full of movement. The kites and sky appear to dance 
together.

Slide 12: Storm Lovers 1992
Faceless people and a crackling sky dominate this painting. A dashing red rabbit 
and flying scarf balance the scene.

Slide 13: Walking Alone
The lines and colors in this painting make the earth and sky come alive. It's what 
made Harrison famous. 

Slide 14: Mount Baker 1993
In 1993, Ted Harrison and his wife moved to Victoria, BC. The light and 
landscape were different than the Yukon and it took some time for Harrison to 
figure out how he wanted to move forward with his new inspiration. Compare the 
sky in this image of southern British Columbia with his depiction of the sky in the 



Yukon paintings.

Slide 15: Storm Flight (1994)
Bright pink salmon dive deep as a storm brews above. While there is still lots of 
movement in this painting it doesn't have quite the same feel as Harrison's art 
from the Yukon. 

Ted Harrison continued to paint until his death in 2015. Today he is considered 
one of Canada's most famous artists. "One curator said he didn't want my work in 
his gallery because it was so simple even children understood it."  He took that 
has a great compliment.

Art Projects
Go to Artsy Craftsy Mom for some simple project ideas. Just search Ted Harrison

thatartistwoman.org is another great reference. Look for "Painting in the style of 
Ted Harrison" 


