
Faith Ringgold 

 

Tar Beach 
 (Part I from 
the Woman on 
a Bridge 
series) 

DATE 
1988 
MEDIUM 
Acrylic on 
canvas, 
bordered with 
printed, 
painted, 
quilted, and 
pieced cloth 

74 5/8 x 68 
1/2 inches 

https://www.guggenheim.org/artwork/decade/1980s


The Sunflowers 
Quilting Bee at 
Arles, 1996 
Silkscreen 

Coming to Jones Road Tanka #1  
Harriet Tubman, 2010 



Black Light Series #12:  
Party Time 1969,  
Oil on Canvas, 60 x 84 inches 

 

American People Series #6: 
Woman looking in a Mirror 



 
American People Series #10:  
Study Now 1964  
Oil on Canvas 30 x 21 inches 

 
Double Dutch on the Golden Gate 
Bridge 1988  
Acrylic on canvas with pieced fabric 
border  
67 x 65 inches 



Tar Beach #2 

Date: 
1990 

Medium: 
Multicolored screenprint on silk plain 
weave, printed cotton plain weave, black 
and green synthetic moire 

Dimensions: 
66 x 67 inches 

 

“Listen to the Trees” 



 



ART Lessons and IDEAS 
 

Possible Questions for Class:   
"Where would you go if you could fly (real 
or imaginary) and why?"  

This question can inspire students to create their own story in art. Students may create their own 
"story patches" by creating a border using squares of 1.5"x1.5" decorative paper along the edge 
of a 12" x 12" piece of white drawing paper. Students then attach a strip of grey paper to the 
bottom of their picture squares and wrote about where they would go and why. Then in the 
remaining space, they use colored pencils to illustrate their ideas. The finished product - and 
even more so when they are all hung together to make a giant story quilt!  Other ideas include 
word/color/designs (see below). 



Book: "Tar Beach” by Faith Ringgold 

Third graders started a conversation about what textile arts are by reading the book "Tar Beach" 
by author and artist Faith Ringgold. The story in the book brought up the themes of both 
inequality (which works well since February is Black History Month) and imagination.  

The book's main character third-grader Cassie Louise Lightfoot discovers she has the ability to 
fly and in doing so, finds a sense of power and ownership over whatever she flies.  
The character flies over the George Washington Bridge (a structure her father helped to build), an 
ice cream factory, and the Union Building (a building which housed an organization her father 
was not allowed to join because of his skin color).  

 

BOOKS   
By 
Faith 
Ringgold 

 


